THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
Department of Parks and Recreation, Prince George's County
Park Planning and Development Division

Date: April 6, 2021
To:

College Park City Council and College Park Mayor

From: Chanda Washington
Via:

College Park City Manager

RE: Update on College Park Airport Safety Project
______________________________________________________________________________
It’s been sometime since our last update on the College Park Airport Safety Project. Christine
Fanning is looking forward to giving a full briefing on April 20 but, in the meantime, below is a
progress report and next steps.
Obstruction Mitigation
• The tree trimming work is scheduled to be completed this Friday, April 9. Overall, we
removed 387 trees and trimmed 1,173 trees, which is approximately 40 percent less than
projected. However, the area to the east of the Airport was impacted much more than
anticipated. We will be conduct a major re-planting effort to include smaller, slower
growing plants and shrubs to mitigate that impact (see below).
Tree Re-Planting
• Last fall, we planted 800 trees in and around the City of College Park. This spring and fall,
we will plant an additional 700 trees as well as thousands of shrubs and slower growing
trees off of each of the runways (east and west sides).
• We have offered over 700 large trees to the City of College Park in hopes that there might
be an opportunity to plant on City-owned land.
Community Engagement
• As part of our tree re-planting commitment, we will be hosting a ‘trees for tomorrow’ give
away day on Saturday, May 1 -- donating 500 trees to local residents to plant in their yards.
• We have developed a new tour ‘Trekking the Tarmac’ that aims to give visitors an ‘up
close and personal’ experience of the Airport and planning a major event “Latinas in
Aviation’ in early October.
Disc Golf
• We have a meeting at the Disc Golf site tentatively scheduled for Sunday, April 18 to
continue our conversation about course design. Thus far, the community feedback has been
mixed with many preferring that the site and baskets remain unchanged.
• We have completed the tree artwork project with 5 sculptures dispersed throughout the
Park. Two examples are below.

